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19.05.21 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Many thanks to all the families that responded to the homework questionnaire that was sent out earlier this term. 

There was a very good response rate from all year groups, which shows that it is an area that a lot of parents are 

interested in and have opinions about. As you can imagine, there were a variety of views expressed and while the 

final homework strategy may not reflect each individual preference, it is reflective of the majority of parents and in 

line with the teachers’ professional judgement on how homework can have the most impact. 

Homework Strategy 

As you will see from the strategy, there is a clear, graduated approach to the type of homework that is set and the 

length of time and number of tasks. This is to ensure that it is age appropriate and increases gradually so that by 

year 6, pupils are undertaking longer and more independent homework, in preparation for the rigours and demands 

of secondary school. 

Timings and frequency 

Pupils in Years 1-6 will be bringing home their homework folder today and Reception children will bring them home 

tomorrow. They will always have homework set on a Wednesday and due back in school on Monday. This gives 

parents the option of supporting pupils to complete it at the weekend if they wish or three school nights if they 

prefer to have weekends as family time. All pupils are expected to complete the homework to the best of their 

ability but a guideline of timings is set out in the schedule and pupils should not work excessively longer than this. 

Feedback 

Homework will be marked in class through a variety of ways, including teacher and TA marking and peer marking. 

Misconceptions will be addressed in class but there will not be weekly feedback to parents. The greatest impact of 

homework is when it is used to revise or assess prior learning and linked to the next lesson. Pupils that do not 

complete homework will not learn the routines of independent study that is an important skill for secondary school 

and will not benefit from the additional independent practice of skills learnt in class, so please support your child in 

completing the tasks set. 

Reading and Spelling 

There is a focus on the fundamental skills of reading and spelling in all year groups and to aid parents in supporting 

their children with this, a reading record has been provided so parents can record the reading that takes place at 

home and any comments on how their child is accessing their reading. Please note that a school reading book should 

be read at least three times before moving on to the next book, to ensure these stages are met: accurate reading of 

vocabulary, fluency of reading, comprehension of text. Teachers will monitor when a child is ready to change their 

reading book, having met the three areas outlined above. 

In addition, pupils from Year 1 upwards have a reading comprehension Schofield and Sims book and this is to 

practise reading a text extract and answering questions independently, a skill that is key in primary assessments. 
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Mathematics 

All year groups also have a Schofield and Sims Maths book, appropriate to the current level they are working at. 

Pupils can either complete the three activities in one session or spread these over the week, as time allows. 

Pupils all have log ins to TT Rockstars and regular practice of this is very beneficial to the speed and recall of their 

timetables, a fundamental building block. Teachers can monitor pupils’ engagement with TT Rockstars and there are 

inter school and year group competitions to encourage pupils to regularly access this at home. Try and beat your 

child’s score as you will be amazed how fast they become with regular practice – can you become a Rock Legend?! 

 

Topic Grid 

The topic grid is not included in the homework being sent home today but will be sent home at the beginning of 

each new half term. This is so that pupils (and parents!) can choose activities that are of particular interest to them 

to complete at their own pace throughout the half term. There is a recommended number of activities for each year 

group and they will clearly show the level of challenge. These are open ended activities that allow the pupils’ 

interests and talents in the foundation subjects to shine through. There will be a mixture of written, practical, 

research and project style activities to choose from and these will be handed in at the end of each half term and 

shared in a celebratory end of topic afternoon. 

 

We appreciate that this is a lot of information to digest but wanted to clearly set out the aims of the revised 

homework strategy and the expectations for each year group. We hope that you are able to support your child in 

this important area of their learning but if you have any further questions or concerns, please discuss these with 

your child’s class teacher. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs C. Addis 

Executive Headteacher of The Wellington Primaries 

 

 

 

 


