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Cancer Awareness Day 
 
Friday 17th September 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,   
 
September is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. In recognition of this, on Friday the 24th September we 
will be holding a ‘Cancer awareness’ day.  Our aim is to raise awareness of and money for Children’s Cancer 
and Leukaemia Group and MacMillan.  We will be doing this through a variety of activities including 
classroom activities, a mufti day a McMillan cake and coffee event and ending the day with a cake sale for 
pupils. 
 
In order to make this possible we would like your support.  We are asking for a £1 donation for children to 
come into school, on Friday 24th, wearing mufti with a green and gold theme.  To make the McMillan cake 
and coffee event and the pupil cake sale a success, we would like to ask for donations of individually made 
or wrapped cakes, all cakes must not contain nuts.  
 
At 2:00pm we will be holding a meeting for parents regarding Children's University in the Hall (more details 
to follow in a separate letter), followed by cake and refreshments in order to raise funds for Macmillan. 
 
The pupils cake sale will be open to all families from 3:15pm, in the school hall, so please collect your child 
from their usual meeting point and then make your way to the Hall or provide your child with some money 
to bring into school and they can visit the cake sale themselves.  

 

Every day in the UK, 12 children and young people will receive the devastating news that they have 

cancer. Of those 12, two will not survive.  Of those lucky enough to survive, many will have long-term 

side-effects that may significantly impact their lives forever.   Most of us will have been affected by cancer, 

it touches all of us and we have the story of one of our families to share with you: 

 

On the 28th June 2019, I found out that my 6-year-old daughter, Nicole, had a pilocytic astrocytoma brain 

tumour coming from inside her brainstem. This is rare and could paralyse or even kill her if grows the wrong 

way - And she's going to have this for the rest of her life. 

 

Her first symptom started in January 2018 and that was her being sick. At first, it was just now and then, 

and then it was all the time! I was fighting with the hospital for months and after a while all the throwing 

up started to affect her teeth. The doctors then started to say it is because of the teeth that she was being 

sick so much. Therefore, in May 2019, she had surgery to remove the affected ones which turned out to be 

12 of them, leaving her with 8 healthy ones. However, by then she had developed more symptoms and she 

started to tilt her head to the side, shaking her head, having many headaches and having times where she 

would go funny on her feet and lose her balance.  
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Since then Nicole has had surgery 13 times. Her second surgery was the biopsy to see what we were dealing 

with and the surgery lasted 9 hours. After a couple of weeks in hospital, we could go home but we were 

only home for 2 days before we ended up back in hospital because the fluid in her head built up. She had to 

have an EVD put in and it turned out she had meningitis of the brain. After a week, the EVD started leaking 

and had to be removed. Then a week later, she had a Hickman line placed. Once her infections had gone, 

she then had her sixth surgery to get a shunt but then, since that day, she has had issues with her 

breathing, resulting in her needing oxygen as she stopped breathing when she was asleep. She also started 

throwing up blood so had to go for surgery again and have a camera down her throat to see where it was 

coming from, but nothing was found. 

 

In the following September, she had a G-peg placed because her swallowing was now affected and she had 

to have a new Hickman line put in. She was now in intensive care due to her breathing so poorly and we 

stayed there for 3 months. They then found a second tumour at the bottom of her spine which is luckily now 

gone. In December, just 5 days before Christmas Nicole lost her best friend Larsan due to a Brian tumour 

and attended his funeral in January 2020. This devastated Nicole. Then life got harder when Covid hit, as we 

were so scared Nicole would catch it and become unwell. We had to stay in and not go out at all. Then in 

May 2020, Nicole lost her other best friend, Caleb, as there was nothing else to doctors could do. This broke 

Nicole and she would not talk to anyone. It has been hard but we are getting there! Nicole's chemotherapy, 

of 18 months, ended in March 2021 and Nicole could finally go back to school. In May, after 2 years off, she 

has made some amazing friends. In some cases all this feels like a lifetime away, but we know her fight is 

not over. Nicole’s tumour is still there and once its shows that it is growing again, she will have to start this 

all over again unless a cure is found. 

 

The past 2 years and 3 months have been very hard since we found out but all I can say is never give up! If 

you think something is not right, fight it. You know your child better than anyone. I know we have a very 

long road ahead of us but the strength and courage my daughter shows everyday gives me hope. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter in its entirety and I am sure you can see why we want to 
support this charity and make Friday 24th a memorable day for Nicole and her family. 
We look forward to seeing your children in green and gold and we hope to see you at the cake sale and 
coffee session. 
 
 
Miss S Taylor 
 
Year 6 Class Teacher 


