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A message from the
Executive Headteacher of Wellington Primaries

Claire Addis
I am writing this having just watched Reception’s
‘The First Nativity’ and by the time you read this, all
our performances will have taken place.
It is a real joy to see pupils on the stage, in their costumes, enjoying performing
to their loved ones. Performances and audiences have been missing in our
schools for so long and the nativity really encompasses the meaning of
Christmas for me. I really appreciate adults following the guidelines that have
been put in place to keep us safe as a school community and that have allowed
us to have live performances this year. Unfortunately, that has not been the
case in many schools, where the Covid impact on staffing or pupils has made
this impossible and that makes it even more special for us.
This term, I have been very proud to see the efforts and thought that has gone
into supporting worthy causes. Pupils have participated in remembrance
services, harvest festivals and many charity events, all of which have
highlighted the support some people in our community need. As we head
towards the Christmas celebrations, we will continue to encourage all pupils to
reflect on other people and share a little kindness to all.
Finally, I wish to thank the Wellington staff for another term of hard work, in
increasingly challenging circumstances. Staff and pupil illness has meant that
flexibility has become the norm for the staff team and they excel at it! They
have come up with numerous creative ways to enhance the pupils’ learning,
whilst keeping everybody safe and secure and I wish them all a particularly
restful and happy Christmas, as I do to all our school community!
Merry Christmas,
Mrs C. Addis
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CHARITIES & EVENTS
November brings a time to remember
those that we have lost and those who
gave their lives so we can have our freedom.
As a community we came together to mark Remembrance Day. Children
across both schools had the opportunity to decorate a stone and place it at our
focus point of remembrance.
We would like to say a huge thank you to Logan and Tyler Mason, who
donated almost 200 stones. Our head girl and boy f rom both Eagles and
Lions represented the schools at the academies service of Remembrance and
Year 6 children led our school service. We were also joined by Rifleman Sean
Mcgrogen and Drew Collings as they marked the 2 minute silence with the
sound of the bugle.
On Friday 19th November we joined in with the BBC’s Children in Need Day.
Children across both schools came in dressed in spots and mufti. We all joined
in fun activities and raised a fantastic £141.20 at Eagles and £210.50 at Lions, a
total of £351.70 for the charity.
December continues to see us building our links across the community and
helping to raise money for charity. Through the month of December we are
collecting donations to make food and gift hampers for our elderly neighbours.
We also had great support as we marked our annual
Christmas jumper day, December 10th, with a £1
donation for NSPCC. We will let you know the total
raised next term.
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THE WELLINGTON NURSERIES
The Wellington Nurseries throughout October 2021
learned about Autumn.
They learned how the seasons changed, what a scarecrow was and why we
need it. We have now started walking to our local woods. We learned the
colours green, brown and orange, and the Makaton for these colours too.
We also managed to raise £65 between both settings for Nerve Tumour UK by
dressing up in blue for the day.
This month both of our settings topic is A taste of the World. We look forward
to learning about all the different countries, events and celebrations.
The winner of our annual Scarecrow Competition was Green Group at The Den
with their traditional scarecrow.
Thank you to everyone who voted, we had over 3000 votes!
During our Holiday Club, the children went pumpkin picking, as well as visiting
soft play, Hope Nature Centre and Old Sarum Castle.
We had our own Halloween Party too, where we played lots of games.
The children have had so much fun, have a look at the terrifying pumpkins they
carved!
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EYFS EAGLES
This term Reception have been
finding out about Space!
We discovered a strange space crash outside and investigated
searching for evidence and clues! We recorded our findings
using drawings and some of us labelled our drawings with
the initial sounds.
We have had SO many curious questions about space and
wondered how we could find some answers to our questions.
We looked at lots of non-fiction books and watched Chris
Hadfield and Tim Peake answer some of our questions on
YouTube.
We have made space buggies, alien masks and even
practiced reading alien words! Over the past few weeks, we
have been reading The Man on the Moon and finding out
about astronauts.
We helped Bob the astronaut find out what the Moon is like
and wondered what aliens might look like. We were very
surprised to have an alien visit our garden!
Our scholars have really enjoyed this term’s topic playing in
our Space kitchen and International Space station role-play!
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EYFS LIONS
Reception have had a wonderful term 2.
Since coming back we have settled back into routines and
shown great enthusiasm with our phonics, pencil control,
number work, friendships and manner.
We have had lots of fun exploring the changes in seasons
from Summer to Autumn. We have really enjoyed having
discussions on the changes in colour that we have noticed.
We have observed the wild life in our school grounds during
forest school.
We have thoroughly enjoyed learning all about SPACE!
We have enjoyed the many extraterrestrial visitors we have
had as well as using lots of glitter and paint to create our very
own planets, moons and constellations.
We especially enjoyed working together to design and build a
rocket to help our new friends get back home!
We have loved learning all about the Nativity and performing
in our very own ‘First Nativity’.
We have sung lots of songs, our voices sound amazing and we
have all worked very hard.
We hope that you have a very merry Christmas
and a happy and healthy New Year!
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YEAR GROUP 1 SUMMARY
Year 1 had a message from Queen Elizabeth!
She had lost her corgi and needed our help.
We have been super successful in using describing and joining words in
our English to write instructions to find her corgi whilst naming different
landmarks in London. We have used the story of The Queen’s Hat and The
Queen’s Handbag by Steve Antony.
Our history has linked to our English as we have found out about Kings and
Queens such as Henry VIII, Elizabeth I and Charles I. We have loved learning
about the different ways they ruled the country a long time ago.
Our weekly outside learning sessions and Science learning have enabled us to
explore the season of Autumn and work on our resilience and partner skills.
Finally, I’m sure you will agree that the Christmas Nativity play was amazing!
The children worked so hard to learn the songs and actions as well as being
confident enough to perform for you all.
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YEAR GROUP 2/3B SUMMARY
In maths this term we have been working on addition and
subtraction using concrete resources, such as hundreds,
tens and ones (fish, chips and peas).
We have also been using a variety of pictorial methods including number lines,
bar models and part-part-whole.
Pupil Voice
I have learnt to add 24 + 37 and I am excited to do even bigger numbers. (JT)
We have been learning the art of letter writing and have written some
wonderful letters to Father Christmas, expressing the hundreds of things we
would like him to bring at Christmas. We have also written out an envelope
each and our letters have been posted and are on their way to Santa’s Grotto in
Reindeerland.
Pupil voice
I hope Santa can read my writing so I get the presents I have asked for.
I wonder how he makes all the presents on time? (CK)
We have also started looking at some poetry and have had fun learning
different ways of performing poetry in f ront of our peers. We have learned to
recognize different types of poems f rom a limerick to a narrative poem, with
some nonsense poems thrown in for fun.
Christmas Production
We have been really impressed with how hard the children have been working
learning song lyrics and lines for our play, ‘Midwife Crisis’. We were really
excited when our adults came to watch.
Pupil Voice
I LOVE all the songs. We have learned six. I have one line to say but I need to
remember when to say it! (RB)
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YEAR GROUP 3 SUMMARY
We have had a super busy but exciting term in Year 3.
We have worked incredibly hard to learn the songs, dance routines and lines
for our Nativity performance and we have had lots of fun along the way.
We have been super excited to see our performance coming together and it
has been lovely to see our hard work pay off.
We have continued our swimming journey, with our confidence in the water
growing each week and we have had so much fun whilst we have been
learning to swim.
We have enjoyed completing our adventure narratives and we have felt
incredibly proud of the content of our exciting stories.

9

YEAR GROUP 4 SUMMARY
Year 4 have had a great term.
We have been discovering more about healthy teeth
and what happens when teeth are not looked after.
When asked, the children said that one of their favourite parts of this term was
an experiment where we explored how different liquids affect our teeth, but it
did leave our classrooms having a weird smell for some time after!
The children have been exploring more challenging books and developing
comprehension skills around what they have read.
They have learned more about Wiltshire and the landmarks near them which
we hope to be able to explore in the future. We have been working very hard
to learn the Christmas song for the carol service and have been enjoying the
festive buzz around school.
We can’t wait to perform!
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YEAR GROUP 5 SUMMARY
This term Year 5 have been reading
Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans.
Which tells the story of how mortal child Elliot’s good nature and kind heart
accidentally releases the evil daemon of death, Thanatos. The story follows the
adventures of Elliot and his collection of Greek God misfits on their journey to
rectify this mistake and keep the Chaos stones safe!
Our writing focused on the key characteristics of a character description, which
we have closely linked to our History topic this term of Ancient Greece.
In Maths we have been looking at multiplication and division of numbers by 10,
100, 1,000 and 10,000. Whilst challenging Year 5 with their understanding and
reasoning of Multiples, Factors, leading onto to Common Factors and Prime,
Square, and Cube numbers.
In Ancient Greece, this term we have focused on the city states of Sparta and
Athens, been introduced to how democracy began and works, whilst looking
at the historical background of the Olympic games and famous battles of
Marathon and the siege of Troy. Culminating in a successful Greek day offered
within school.
The basic principles and skills of tag rugby etiquette and sportsman like
conduct have been further developed and embedded this term with a
continued focus on the game rules and playing style.
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YEAR GROUP 6 SUMMARY
Another busy term has seen Year 6 continue
their journey of discovery.
We have continued to deepen our understanding of WWII, including the heroic
efforts of the small ships that came to rescue and support at Dunkirk.
We have read and composed poems and looked at flashbacks in our extended
writing, based around an emotive short film called The Piano.
We also developed our understanding of the dangers and positives of social
media and how we are responsible for our own digital footprint.
We had a week to focus on anti-bullying with the theme of One Kind Word,
here is our overall winner of the poster competition, Fynnley, with his poster.
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PUPIL VOICE
Unfortunately, an increase in Covid infections and winter viruses in general
have delayed many of the projects we had planned for this term.
Outside learning providers like our Community Policing Team and Wiltshire Air
Ambulance have both had to postpone visits to our schools due to staff illness.
Hopefully, both of these ventures will take place early in the New Year. Parents,
watch out for letters in January!

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
Both schools took part in this important event which takes place every year in
November. This year’s theme was ‘One Kind Word’.
The week started with staff and pupils invited to wear odd socks to school.
We also had class competitions designing posters around anti-bullying and
‘One Kind Word’.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL
School council have had two important sessions training
for their role as class representatives.
This involved learning how important their role is, how to become effective
school councillors and the importance of listening to the views of others and
how to report suggestions during school council meetings.
To support our younger less confident school councillors and to further
develop our ‘Curious Classroom’ ethos, a power point is emailed to class
teachers after each weekly meeting, with a Big Question to promote whole
class discussion on a topic chosen by school council.
Children are then given the opportunity to share their individual thoughts
about their school.
Teachers support their school councillors by recording ideas while their school
councillors improve their confidence speaking to their classes.
Pupil voice in our Primary Schools means a whole school commitment to
listening to the views, wishes and experiences of our children.
To include whole school community participation in our ‘Big Question’ debates,
all pupils and staff are encouraged to put forward ‘Big Question’ suggestions.
Any ideas from parents or carers are warmly welcomed and can be emailed to
the office FAO Miss Handley-Wells re: Big Question.
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INTERSCHOOL FOOTBALL MATCH
Despite the proposed cluster schools football match having to be postponed,
Lions and Eagles still rose to the challenge and competed against each other
for their first football match of the season.
This was also the first occasion that the new Eagles football pitch has been
played on! In an exciting match, Lions ended victorious with a final score of 5-1.
Mr Jeynes and Mr Jones were both very complimentary of the sportsmanship
displayed by both teams and look forward to further matches next term.
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MEET THE GOVERNOR
NOVEMBER 2021

Hello, I am excited to be writing this and to introduce
myself as the Support Governor at the Wellington Primary
Schools. I am a mum of five and a grandmother of four,
soon to be five!
I was previously supporting in a Primary MOD school in Germany for many
years and was honoured to be a part of the governing body there. I was given
the opportunity to not only join the Wellington Eagle Primary School as a new
staff member to support the children’s transition to the UK, but also to be
invited to be a part of the governing body here too.
Wellington Eagles has come so far since it opened in September 2019 and has
such an exciting journey planned alongside Wellington Lions in the future.
I am privileged to bring my experience and passion to support the Primaries
grow with their ‘Curious child’ curriculum, and to support the children in
reaching their optimum potential. I am also involved in introducing an
amazing new venture of The Children’s University, building more School and
Parent connections to help the primaries grow more within the Community.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thur 6 Jan		

First day of Spring Term.

			

All pupils in school

Thur 6 Jan 		

SEN parents coffee morning

			

(9-10 at Lions and 10.30-11.30 at Eagles)

18 Jan 		

Flu vaccinations at Eagles for all year groups

18 Feb

Inset day (school closed for pupils)

R DIARY
DATES FOR YOU
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