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A message from the Executive
Headteacher of Wellington Primaries

Claire Addis
As we reach the halfway point of the academic year,
it is with relief that we begin to plan with some
confidence, a return to normal routines at school.
As you will read throughout this newsletter, school has remained a busy and
thriving place of learning, despite the many challenges we have faced, with
this term focusing on the importance of reading, celebrating World Book Day
and carrying out parent workshops on phonics; charitable events taking place
such as Comic Relief; Children’s University giving pupils the opportunity to
experience a wide variety of enrichment activities and parents engaging in the
school through Curious Classrooms and sharing their views and ideas more
regularly for our continual development.
However, the real heart and core of schools has been missing over the last 2
years, with assemblies unable to take place and we are now able to plan for the
return of these.
Their absence has highlighted to me the importance of the whole school
coming together to celebrate achievements, reflect on local, national and
international events, share our school vision and values and to welcome visitors
to inspire and teach us about new and exciting things.
We will be relaunching assemblies with a singing workshop for our pupils, led
by the Wiltshire Music Hub, reminding pupils of the joy of singing and teaching
us all some new songs we can collectively share together in assemblies. I look
forward to hearing singing throughout the school again, in the near future!
Mrs C. Addis
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CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY
Children’s University activities have been running on
Friday afternoons across both Wellington Eagles and
Wellington Lions Primaries.
These activities are giving your child the opportunity to participate in
learning opportunities, which promote the love of curiosity, Character
Education and will give further opportunities for your children to use the
school values of integrity, curiosity, acceptance, courageousness, grit and
kindness.
Children’s University is a charity that works in partnership with schools
to develop Character, Wellbeing and a love of learning in children f rom
age 5 upwards.
Please find more information here: Children’s University.
Over the last few terms your children have been experiencing a
wide range of exciting activities including French Baking, learning
magic, creative writing, becoming Mini First Aiders, making musical
instruments and many many more including lots of fun sport and dance
sessions.
Children’s University Online is a fun, safe digital platform that works alongside
a paper Passport to Learning as a child’s record of participation in validated
activities. Children collect stamp codes for each activity they join.
By then logging into Children’s University Online and adding the code, they
will unlock further information showing them the interests and skills they’re
developing by taking part.
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All children have their very own dashboard which will help them see how
they’re progressing towards the next award level; reflect on the skills they’re
building and help them find new activities.
There are also online-only exclusive badges that can be collected between
graduations.
All the children will have come home with a login and password for the Online
Children’s University safe site, if you have any questions regarding this please
contact—childrensuniversity@wpschools.org.uk
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CURRICULUM FOCUS:
PHONICS, BY KARYN SOUTH
At Wellington Eagles and Wellington Lions we use
a reading scheme called Read Write Inc for our early
readers.
It provides a structured and systematic approach to teaching literacy. The
scheme is used by more than a quarter of the UK’s primary schools and is
designed to create fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers.
Your child will learn to read letters by their sounds, blend these sounds into
words and then read these words in a story.
Over the past term, we have introduced Read Write Inc to our Reception, Year
1 and Year 2 families. After an initial parent workshop explaining how we teach
phonics and early reading at school, books were sent home.
After the third read at school, children take their book home where they
continue to practice reading aloud to their adult.
The children were very excited to receive their book along with an additional
‘book bag book’ to complement it! It is important that the book is reread many
times to encourage confidence, fluency and allow comprehension skills to
develop.
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In Reception children are introduced to the Set 1 sounds and oral blending
using Fred the Frog. Fred the Frog only speaks in sounds so the children have
to orally blend the sounds in order to understand what Fred is trying to say.
Once the Set 1 sounds have been taught, children then move onto learning
‘special friends’ which are 2 letters that make one sound. Examples of special
friends are sh, ch, th, qu, nk and ng.
The children work very hard at spotting these in a word before they begin to
blend the sounds together to read the word.
Once children are confident identifying and using their Set 1 sounds when
reading, they will then learn the Set 2 and Set 3 sounds.
At the end of each term the children are assessed so that they are always
moving forwards in their reading. The children are really enjoying their phonics
lessons and working towards becoming confident and fluent readers.
Things you can do at home to support your child’s reading:
•
•
•
•

•
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Listen to your child read the same Storybook again and again. At least once
a day.
Encourage them to use ’Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, ‘read the word’
Discuss the story and encourage their storyteller voice.
Help your child to sound out the letters in words and then ‘point and sweep’
the sounds together to make a whole word. Please do not refer to the letters
by their names.
Help your child to focus on the ‘pure’ sounds. You can hear how to say the
sounds correctly by clicking on the following link: Phonemes Pronunciation
Guide

Useful links:
•
•
•

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page: https://www.
ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/
Ruth Miskin Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/miskin.education
Free e-books for home reading: http://www.
oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

Useful Read Write Inc Glossary:
•

•
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Fred Talk – sounding out the word before
reading (blending) sound-blending –
putting sounds together to make a word,
e.g. c–a–t cat special f riends – sounds
written with more than one letter, sh, ng,
qu, ch, th
Speed Sounds – the individual sounds that
make up words

INCLUSION:
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PARENTS
At the Wellington Primaries, we believe it is of utmost
importance to promote a culture of collaboration with our
community.
We aspire for our schools to be places where everyone is included, all
contributions are valued, and everyone is reaching their full potential.
We want to work closely with all our parents/carers and the community to
offer our pupils aspirational and high-quality support, both in and out of the
classroom.
This is particularly relevant in the case of inclusive education, which is much
broader than formal education and should not just take place within the four
walls of a classroom.
Parental and community collaboration with our schools helps to support
families to increase interaction with their children, become more responsive
and sensitive to their needs and more confident in parenting skills.
Community collaboration enables our schools to acquire a better
understanding of families’ culture and diversity, and to nurture relationships
with our families to ensure all parties feel comfortable to work as a team to
achieve the best outcomes for our wonderful pupils.
At the Wellington Primary Academies, we strive to create an inclusive
atmosphere where parents and partners feel welcomed, respected, trusted,
heard and needed.
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In order to realise this, so far this term we have:
•

•

•
•

Invited parents/carers to our Curious Classroom experiences – an
opportunity to informally meet with the teachers and celebrate pupils’
work;
Offered two SEND coffee mornings to our parents/carers where they
have the opportunity to meet the Inclusion team and other parents in an
informal setting;
Held Reception and Y1 parent/carer training for our new Read, Write Inc.
programme from our phonics leads at each school;
Worked closely with the Children’s Centre and Army Welfare to support
families wider needs;

There is much research suggesting that adult learning can have a positive
impact upon a child’s academic achievement. A survey f rom YouGov has found
that one in ten parents in the UK do not feel confident as a parent, relating to
helping with school work, dealing with behaviour and ensuring that their child
is motivated to be successful in later life.
It is thought that parental engagement in adult learning is transforming
confidence, with 87% of parents taking part in education courses increasing
in self-confidence, 50% of parents stating that their relationship with their
children improved and 58% of parents improved their confidence in helping
their children with reading, writing or maths and 31% of parents noticed
improvements in their children’s educational achievement.
Furthermore, a recent survey revealed that a quarter of British parents shared
that they avoid helping their children with home-learning due to a fear of
embarrassment or not being familiar with how concepts are taught in schools
today. Please do have a look at our f ree parent learning opportunities offered
by Wiltshire.
There are criteria to be met, but many of our families automatically meet this.
Please see links on our websites and Facebook pages.
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SAFER INTERNET DAY
Safer Internet Day was celebrated across our schools this half
term. Children investigated how to have safe and enjoyable
interactions online. They also looked at the importance of
being a good digital citizen and how they can access help
online if they need it.

CHILDREN’S MENTAL
HEALTH WEEK
Children’s Mental Health Week 2022 took place f rom 7-13
February. This year’s theme was Growing Together. We
encouraged children (and adults) to consider how they have
grown and how they can help others to grow.
It was a great time to look back and appreciate how far we’ve
come, and how we can help others on their journeys in the
future. Times aren’t always easy, so it’s also really good to see
difficult moments in our lives as opportunities for growth and
to see things in a new light.

10

PARENT VOICE: CONSULTATION
At The Wellington Primaries, we strive to work closely with all parents and
carers and part of that is consulting on proposed changes or new initiatives.
Since September, parents and carers have been consulted on the following:
•
•
•
•

New Relational Behaviour policy
New PSHR and RSE policy
Parent consultations – Remote or Face to face?
Cost and availability of a Year 6 residential

The feedback we have received has enabled us to shape policies to ensure they
meet the needs of all our pupils, arrange meetings and events that are more
convenient for the majority of our parents and arrange a Year 6 residential that
the vast majority of the year group are attending as it meets their preferences.
We will continue to consult as often as feasible and to report back the results.
Parent Reps
As well as formal consultations, our schools are developing the role of Parent
Reps.
This entails a volunteer from each class taking on the role of class rep and
attending a termly meeting to discuss areas of school improvement and
sharing their ideas and views as well as developing links with parents in each
class so that they feel informed and involved in school life.
We still have vacancies for this role in most classes, so please do contact the
school office if you would like to support the school and other parents by
becoming a Class Rep or to find out more about the role.
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Communication
Our new website and Facebook pages have
both been launched this year and are a great
source of information and reminders. They are
constantly being updated, so have them as a
favourite and visit them regularly to get a real
feel for what is happening day to day in school
– we know your children do not always tell you
everything that they are learning and doing in
school!
Feedback
Parents and carers are encouraged to share
their views in many ways, including via the
Ofsted Parent view questionnaire. These
are standard questions that parents can
respond to annually to enable the school to
monitor how parents view our school. The
questionnaire can be filled in at any time and
you do not have to wait until there is an Ofsted
inspection.
Complaints
If you have a concern about any aspect of
school life and have followed the school policy
of discussing this with the class teacher,
phase leader and Head of School but do not
feel that a satisfactory outcome has been
reached, we do encourage parents to complete
a complaints form so that the matter can be
formally addressed and a satisfactory outcome
reached. The complaints policy is available
on the school website or a paper copy can be
requested from the school office.
Finally....we are here to listen and support, so if
none of the avenues of communication above
meet your need, please email the school office
for an appointment.
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WELCOME TO MARCH PUPIL VOICE
Unfortunately, Covid infections and classroom bubbles have continued to
impact on all of the projects we had planned for this term. Outside learning
providers like our Community Policing Team, NSPCC and Wiltshire Air
Ambulance have again had to be rearranged. Hopefully, all of these ventures
will take place early in term 4 and 5. Parents and carers, watch out for letters
informing you of these events!
School Council
While school council meetings have been
taking place, due to the return of some class
bubbles and pupil absence, we have not had
our full cohort of classroom representatives
and some meetings were cancelled at short
notice.
However, the meetings that did take place
were, as usual, full of enthusiasm and
wonderful ideas around how to make our
schools even better!
Pupil voice means a whole school commitment
to listening to the views, wishes and
experiences of our children.
To include whole school community
participation in our ‘Big Question’ debates, all
pupils and staff are encouraged to put forward
‘Big Question’ suggestions.
Any ideas f rom parents or carers are warmly
welcomed and can be emailed to the office
FAO Miss Handley-Wells re: School Council.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Reminders from the office:
06.04.22

Curious Classroom

Easter Holidays

School finishes at 12pm on 08.04.22

Year 5 Swimming Lessons
			

Lions on a Tuesday PM and Eagles on a Thursday PM.

			

Please ensure they have their kit at school each week.

Tree Planting Event
			16.03.22 at Eagles 2-3pm
			23.03.22 at Lions 2-3pm
			Volunteers required
Pay360		 Please book lunches in advance and before the
			

7 day cut off period

Absences 		

Please report pupil absence to the school office

			

via either telephone or email

School Day 		

Please arrive by 8.40am - gate closures at 8.45am sharp

Uniform 		

R DIARY
DATES FOR YOU
Please ensure all items are labelled with your child’s name so

			

it can be identified if lost.

Water Bottle

Please ensure your child has a named water bottle with

			them every day.
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