A message from the Executive Headteacher
of Wellington Primaries
Claire Addis

I am delighted to be restarting our half termly Wellington Primaries Newsletter after
such a long period of writing letters updating you on the constant changes regarding
Covid guidelines! It is great to be able to share with you all the exciting things that your
children are learning about and activities they are taking part in this term. We are
planning some wider school events this term, in the hope that social distancing and
bubbles may not be needed but plans may need to change depending on the lifting of
restrictions on June 21st. We are also planning ahead to September when we envisage
the drop off and pick up arrangements can return to normal and will keep you updated
on that.
I want to share with you some of the work that has been going on behind the scenes this
year to ensure that teachers are fully supported in delivering high quality learning and
the environment and resources in both schools are of the best possible standard to
support our pupils:
• New library to be installed in both schools
• Accelerated Reader training underway to support pupils in Years 2-6 with reading for
pleasure
• Phonics training for all staff to enable catch up phonics to be delivered in all year
groups
• Funding for additional decodable books in EYFS -Year 2
• Maths team working with Maths Hub to share good practice
• All subject leaders given budget to purchase resources to support the wider
curriculum
• Sensory room in each school established
• Forest schools area to be developed in each school
• Additional large scale outdoor equipment for each school playground
We can't wait to invite you back into school so you can see the above areas in action!
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Wellington Primary Nurseries
We are changing our name to The Den officially from September 2021 but lots of
information is starting to show the name change. This is to coincide with Wellington
Lions changing its name in order to provide clarity between the different settings.
The Nest at Eagles website is being produced at the moment so please look out for
this. It will have the same format as The Den, with up to date newsletters every
fortnight with what is happening in the classroom.
Please follow us via Instagram and Facebook.
The Nest at Wellington Eagles is going from strength to strength since it opened in
January 2021, and places are nearly at capacity for September 2021. If anyone
requires a place for 2021-2022 please get in touch by emailing
thenest@wellingtoneagles.org.uk
We are holding a sports day ceremony on 25th June (if restrictions are lifted). Both
nurseries will have fun and races on the field together.
Preparations have started for our annual Graduation ceremony on Friday 16th July.
This afternoon is for the children who are leaving for school only. Following the
ceremony there will be tea and cakes in the MUGA for parents.
Telephones numbers for both nurseries are as follows:
01264 316 858 The Nest at Lions (soon to be The Den)
01264 316 402 The Nest at Eagles
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Year group summary

WEPA EYFS
In Early years we have done lots of exciting activities over the past half term!
The Owls really enjoyed creating boats for our goat in the Smartest Giant in
Town story. They worked in teams to investigate the properties of different
materials and then plan and create a group boat. As a class we voted on
whether we thought each boat would sink or float and then tested them.
We have been working on our sports skills this half term. All of the Owls have
improved their ball kicking and stopping skills as well as their throwing and
catching. We have been developing our understanding of the key skills
needed to play sports so that we can all be amazing athletes when we are
older!
This term we are looking at the Three Little Pigs, A Squash and a Squeeze,
and We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. We have already become familiar with
our first story ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and the children have had a go at
creating story masks to act it out.
WLPA EYFS
In our 5th term the Reception children explored the book The Rainbow
Fish. We continued this theme by learning about the ocean. We found
out about creatures that live in the ocean, what they look like, and how
they live. We studied non-fiction books which helped us to draw and
label pictures of ocean creatures. We also learnt about the pollution in
the ocean and steps we can take to reduce this. This culminated in
creating posters that we put up around the school to remind others that
we should keep plastic out of the ocean.
In Reception we have also enjoyed reading The Enormous Turnip. We retold
the story, made story maps, and had fun creating a farm shop in our role play
area. In the current term we are looking forward to exploring shelters and
habitats with our books The Three Little Pigs and A Squash and a Squeeze.
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Year group summary
In Year 1/2 we have spent our English lessons exploring the wonderful world of ‘Dog’s Don’t
Do Ballet’. We have looked at how to create well-structured sentences that include
adjectives, adverbs and conjunctions. Using these skills, we have written a diary entry from
Biff the dog’s point of view and we have created our own silly sentences. It all got a bit
heated when we started to debate whether Biff should be allowed to go to ballet class or
not! From this, we all wrote persuasive pieces, discussing our opinions and giving reasons for
them. In art, we used our observational skills to replicate the patterns and tones in the
natural world around us.

Last half term, Year 3 based most of our learning around the Romans. In
English, we read the myth 'Romulus and Remus'. We learnt about the
structure and key features of a myth and then went on to create our
own myths! In history, we explored how Britain were influenced by the
Roman Empire. As part of this topic, we were fortunate enough to take
part in a virtual trip to the Roman Baths. This opportunity really
complimented our learning, and the live talk gave us many opportunities
to put our questions to an expert! The children thoroughly enjoyed this
topic and can remember lots of information so do ask them for some
facts at home! You may hear interesting facts such as, 'The Romans
could take down an army ten times their size!' Eroni. 'The Romans
whipped Boudicca in front of her people!' Anna.
Our maths work focused on fractions and decimals. We found this challenging
but persevered and have been able to further our knowledge and
understanding. In science, we carried out investigations into how plants grow
best and learnt about pollination and fertilisation. We have dissected flowers to
see what we could see inside and then we went on to create our own scientific
diagrams of flowers.
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Year group summary
In our final term in Year 3, we look forward to creating diary entries based on
the book 'Esio Trot' by Roald Dahl. In maths we will be learning about time and
then we will move on to angles. We will also further explore Animals, including
Humans in science. Our geography work will consist of learning more about the
continents of the world.
We are looking forward to a sunny and very busy final term in year 3!

Year 4 have worked incredibly hard over the last half term. We have spent a
lot of time practising our times tables so that we're ready for the upcoming
test. We have also been practising at home, trying to win the inter-school
league. In maths, we have learnt more about fractions, including how to find
fractions of amounts and to add and subtract fractions with the same
denominator (and we now know what denominator means!).

We have also been learning to tell the time to the nearest minute on both
digital and analogue clocks. It would be great if you could continue to practise
this skill at home so that the children continue to stay confident with it.

In English and history lessons, we focussed on the ancient Egyptians, learning
about their rulers and the time they lived in. We wrote our own biographies
about a chosen Pharaoh, using our research skills and knowledge from our
history lessons.
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Year group summary

Last half term, year 5 based most of our learning
around the book 'Kensuke's Kingdom' by Michael
Morpurgo. In English, we wrote adventure stories
and a range of poems, including Japanese Haikus and
Tankas. We also investigated maps in geography and
used this opportunity to recreate Kensuke's island
using compass points and grid references. Our maths
work focused on fractions, decimals and percentages
and, in science, we carried out investigations into
forces, looking at the effect of gravity, friction,
buoyancy and air resistance.

In our final term in year 5, we look forward to writing
newspaper reports and wildlife documentaries based
on the book 'Wolf Wilder' by Katherine Rundell. We
will also compare human and animal lifecycles in
science, focusing on growth and development. Our
geography work will consist of identifying the
features and characteristics of mountains and, in DT,
we are going to be designing bridges and other
structures for a range of different purposes.
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Year group summary
Last term in 6J saw the children embarking on a wizarding odyssey as they started reading Harry
Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. They produced a myriad of writing based around the book;
from documenting the bizarre occurrences taking place at 4 Privet Drive to writing their own
extra chapter about a malfunctioning typewriter. In Science the children looked at classification;
how Aristotle created his Ladder of Life, which was improved upon by Carl Linnaeus. The
children were challenged to create their own classification tree for Liquorice Allsorts, which
they enjoyed but that might have been because they ate the sweets at the end!
In our PSHE work the children looked at Fairtrade and prepared
their own presentations and non-chronological reports. They
then all stood in front of their peers and presented, nervewracking but worthwhile!

In their final term as primary school children, in addition to the last bits of Maths and English,
they shall be preparing for their Leavers’ Event, enjoying their Leavers’ Party and, of
course………wearing their 2021 Leavers hoodies!
Year 6M had a busy term, it was wonderful to be together again
after the lockdown and the Easter break. We have really focused on
our independent learning skills ready for our next adventure into
secondary school. One area that really captured the children's
imagination was coastal erosion; we watched videos of our everchanging coastline, investigated ways in which we could slow the
erosion down and some children took their learning further, outside
of the classroom, by visiting Durdle Door and Lulworth
Cove. Leading our learning is a big part of each child's learning
journey and I love to hear about the different things our year 6
children get up to out of school. Thank you for sending in the
pictures and uploading to Google Classroom, look out for more
pictures in the next newsletter.
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Forest Schools
Some of the children in Reception have been having lots of fun
learning outside in our new Forest School area at Lions with Mrs
'Caterpillar' Clark! So far, we have explored our new mud pit and
kitchen, made potions to mend our broomsticks, built shelters for
dinosaurs who had lost their homes in the rain and wind and whittled
carrots to make horns for the unicorns who had lost theirs!
We have been very fortunate to be granted funding from the Tesco
'Bag for Life' scheme as well as through a successful military bid,
which we will be using to develop a Forest Schools area at Eagles.
Until that is up and running, we will be using the EYFS outdoor area
and wider school grounds to do lots of fun activities with Reception.
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Governor section
It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself as Chair of Governors for
Wellington Primary Schools. I am a parent of a child at Wellington Eagles and a
serving member of the Armed Forces. Shortly after joining the governing body
last summer, the opportunity arose to become Chair, and I was delighted to be
accepted for this appointment before Christmas. With previous experience of
being a school governor in Aldershot, I am passionate about ensuring a
rounded education for our children and an open, accountable system of
governance.
Both Eagles and Lions are on an exciting journey, with new opportunities and a
leadership team that has a clear vision for the future. We are developing a clear
plan to communicate this and realise the schools' potential as we collectively
return towards normality. Your support in this will be welcomed and we will be
looking to develop the role of the PTA and Class reps- watch this space!
David Wright
Chair of Governors for Wellington Primary Schools

Mental Health First Aiders
Eight staff across both our schools are now trained as Mental Health First
Aiders. There are posters around both sites to inform staff and children who
can support them with their mental well-being.
Here is a link which will explain more about the role:
MHFA Role
Further information will be added to the school
website and placed by the school offices this term
so that parents, carers and visitors know who can
support those in need.
Young Minds
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Reminders from the office
Please can we ask that you are considerate to other roads users
and pedestrians as you drive or drop off children at school in
the mornings and on collection. Please also remember our
neighbours and park considerately and do not block any
driveways.
We appreciate that drop off/pick up is a very busy time and that
parking can be an issue but our main priority has to be keeping
people safe. We really do appreciate your ongoing support in
this matter.
Date

Event

Wednesday 16th June
Friday

18th

Tuesday,

June

29th

Wednesday,
Friday

2nd

Inset day (school closed to all pupils)

June

30th

June

July

Wednesday
Tuesday

20th

Wiltshire Oral Health Team session in school (Eagles)
Wiltshire Oral Health Team session in school (Lions)
YR1/2 Pirate day

Monday 5th July
14th

Teddy Bears’ Picnic (celebration lunch)

American Independence Day (celebration lunch and mufti day)
July

July

Y1-Y6 Sports Day Event (parents invited for the morning session)
Last day of term (early lunchtime finish)

Please remember…
• to ensure your child has sun cream, a hat and a
water bottle in school every day, and remember,
all individual items need to be clearly named.
• to book your child’s lunches on Scopay, bearing in
mind there is a 14 day cut-off period to enable the
Kitchen to place their order.
• to ensure your child brings their PE kit into school
every Monday and takes it home on a Friday to be
washed over the weekend.
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Wellington Primaries Term Dates 2021/2022
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Useful Information
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